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Financing Maternal Health Services: An Overview of Approaches
Laurel Hatt, Health Systems 20/20, Abt Associates Inc.

Significant financial barriers to accessing safe motherhood services remain in many developing countries. Maternal health
financing strategies can help increase the chance that women deliver with a skilled birth attendant, have access to emergency
obstetric care, and are not impoverished by the costs of quality maternal health services. Dr. Hatt will provide an overview
of several approaches currently being explored, including user fee exemptions, community-based health insurance, national
health insurance, and vouchers. Examples and evidence from Ghana, Mali, Kenya, and Bangladesh will be presented. The
upcoming MDG summit at the United Nations will review progress towards all on the UN Millennium Development Goals
including the health related MDGs. Member states of the United Nations will also be reviewing a Global Strategy for
Maternal and Child Health. The world is significantly behind on reaching goal #5 — reducing maternal deaths worldwide.
Learn more about how overcoming financial barriers can help us reach closer to realizing the target for reduction of
maternal deaths.
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Estimating Costs and Resources to Support HIV/AIDS Program Sustainability

January 13, 201 |
Developing the Capacity of the Health Sector to Address Health Systems Constraints

February 10, 201 |
How to Finance Health Care in Low-Income Countries? The Liberia Case

—
March 10, 2011 -
Revitalizing Community-based Health Financing in Africa (\]
—— I"'::} S )

April 7, 201 |
Who is Doing What with Pay for Performance in Health in Developing Countries

HEALTHz
SYSTEMS.



